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These programs are supported by funding from Merck, through Merck for Mothers, the company’s 10-year, $500 million initiative to help create a world where no woman dies
giving life. Merck for Mothers is known as MSD for Mothers outside the United States and Canada.
07/17

MATERNAL MORTALITY AND
MORBIDITY IN FLORIDA

Overcoming the Distance Challenge in Zambia:
TheSPOTLIGHT
Maternity Waiting
Homes Alliance
ON MATERNAL
HEALTH IN FLORIDA
GeoGraphic
areas:
8 districts
Zambia (Lundazi, Mansa, Chembe,
Florida’s
surveillance
of across
pregnancyKalomo,
Nyimba,
Pemba,
Zimba,
and
Choma)
related deaths has revealed that more
scale:
24 half
maternity
waiting who
homes
than
of all women
dielinked
have to high quality health facilities
a chronic condition, with a very high
timeframe:
June 2015 – May 2018

proportion suffering from obesity.
Disorders related to high blood pressure
are the leading cause of pregnancyrelated death. Racial disparities are also
In Zambia, many women live miles from the closest health facility with few, if any, affordable and safe>224,000
transportation
evident: Black women are twice as likely
annualand
live postpartum.
options, making it difficult for them to receive the quality, timely care they need during pregnancy, childbirth
to die during pregnancy and childbirth
births
The Maternity Waiting Homes Alliance aims to overcome this distance challenge by building and strengthening
than White women.
maternity waiting homes — residences near health facilities where pregnant women can stay until they go into
labor and immediately after childbirth. The goal is to make these homes sustainable by empowering local communities
to both effectively manage them and generate income to support their operations through creative entrepreneurial activities,
therefore ensuring the homes and the services they provide are available for the long term.
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including Historically Black Colleges/Universities. The programs raised awareness about

preconception health, maternal mortality, and racial disparities in maternal health.
*Women of reproductive age (18-44). **Women over 18 years of age.
These programs are supported by funding from Merck, through Merck for Mothers, the company’s 10-year, $500 million initiative to help create a world where no
woman dies giving life. Merck for Mothers is known as MSD for Mothers outside the United States and Canada.
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